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Jung and the Rosarium
Philosophorum
 The Rosarium was composed by alchemists to represent 
the production of the philosopher’s stone
 Symbolizes the aims of Jungian psychoanalysis which is 
to achieve personality development by discovering the 
Self through individuation. 
THE MERCURIAL FOUNTAIN
 “the passion of a well-grounded mastery over the things that confront us and 
over our own way of responding to what confronts us” (Heidegger, 1984,p.20)
 “separate and hostile to one another and must therefore be united in the 
circle” (Jung, 1966, p.204)
KING AND QUEEN
 “A burden exerts a downward pull, compelling us constantly to hold ourselves 
erect; but it also embodies the danger that we will fall down, and stay down. In 
this way the burden is an obstacle that demands constant "hurdling", constant 
surmounting” (Heidegger, 1984, p.22)
THE NAKED TRUTH
 The Gay Science affirms and says “yes” to the terrifying “in its unalterable 
affiliation with the beautiful” (Heidegger, 1984, p.29)
 “He who would be initiated into this art and secret wisdom must put away the 
vice of arrogance, must be devout, righteous, deepwitted, humane towards his 
fellows, of a cheerful countenance and a happy disposition, and respectful 
withal” (Jung, 1966, p.235)
 “Greatness and great heights subsist together with the depths and with what is 
terrifying; the more originally the one is willed, the more surely the other will be 
attained” (Heidegger, 1984, p.29)
IMMERSION IN THE BATH
 “In the sphere of the last man each thing gets a little bit smaller every day” 
(Heidegger, 1984, p.33)
THE CONJUNCTION
 “spirit of gravity”, as he “carries his "archenemy" into the heights with him, that 
spirit is no more than a dwarf” (Heidegger, 1984, p.40)
 “he rises to the heights and surpasses the dwarf” (Heidegger, 1984, p.40)
 “Then something happened that made me lighter: the dwarf, being curious, 
sprang from my shoulder. He squatted on a rock in front of me. But at the very 
place, we stopped there was a gateway” (Heidegger, 1984, p.40)
 “two long avenues meet. One leads forward, the other leads back” 
(Heidegger, 1984, p.41)
 “When the "image" becomes visible and is described, the riddle draws into sight 
for the first time. The riddle is what our riddling must aim at. Riddling commences 
by questioning” (Heidegger, 1984, p.41)
 “if anyone were to strike out on one of these avenues, and continue on and on, 
what would happen? "Do you believe, dwarf, that these ways contradict one 
another eternally?" - that is to say, do the paths run away from one another 
eternally, are they contrary to one another?" The dwarf replies with a disdainful 
mutter “Everything straight deceives ‘All truth is curved; time itself is a circle’” 
(Heidegger, 1984, p.42)
 “don't make things too easy for yourself” (Heidegger, 1984, p.42)
DEATH
 "I saw a young shepherd, writhing, choking in spasms, his face distorted: a thick 
black snake hung out of his mouth” (Heidegger, 1984, p.44)
 "Then the cry rose out of me, 'Bite! You must bite! Bite off the head! Bite!‘” 
(Heidegger, 1984, p.44)
 “an interim stage to be followed by a new life” (Jung, 1966, p.256)
THE ASCENT OF THE SOUL
 he hears the piercing cry of a bird. He looks inquiringly into the sky. "And 
behold! An eagle soared through the air in vast circles, and a serpent hung 
suspended from him, not as his prey but as though she was his friend: for she 
had coiled about his neck"” (Heidegger, 1984, p.214)
PURIFICATION
 Jung says this is a difficulty in psychotherapy as some patients only try to 
understand the unconscious intellectually “and want to skip the purely 
practical stage” (Jung, 1966, p.277)
 "the advocate of life, the advocate of suffering, the advocate of the circle” 
(Heidegger, 1984, p.50)
 “cure him of the disease of inquiry” (Heidegger, 1984, p.52)
 “All things want to be doctors to you!” (Heidegger, 1984, p.52)
THE RETURN OF THE SOUL
 “by achieving the insight that such adversity is necessary” (Heidegger, 1984, 
p.57)
 “Then and then only can they really be felt and their true nature recognized” 
(Jung, 1966, p.292)
THE NEW BIRTH
 “that nihilism cannot be overcome from the outside” (Heidegger, 1984, p.179)
 Only those threatened by the snake can remove its danger by biting “off the 
head of the black snake” (Heidegger, 1984, p.179)
 The shepherd did as Zarathustra’s cry “urged him to, bit with a good bite! He 
spewed out the snake's head, spat it far away, and leapt to his feet. No longer a 
shepherd, no longer human, but as one transformed, illuminated-- one who 
laughed!” (Heidegger, 1984, p.180)
 The Gay Science can be understood as the “bite that is to overcome nihilism” 
(Heidegger, 1984, p.180)
 “resolves all opposition and puts an end to conflict” (Jung, 1966, p.317)
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